Chondrosarcoma of the mandible. Report of case and a survey of 23 cases in the Japanese literature.
A huge chondrosarcoma of the mandible (80 X 95 X 100 mm in size) with extension into the infratemporal fossa is described. The tumour was successfully treated by surgical removal and postoperative irradiation. A survey of the Japanese literature revealed 23 cases of chondrosarcoma with involvement of the mandible. The tumours occurred equally in males and females whose mean age was 38 years. The molar region was the site of predilection. The most common symptom was swelling and it was accompanied by pain in 7 cases and paraesthesia in 5 cases. Radiographically, the lesions were quite variable and with the exception of 3 cases in which information was not available, they consisted of a combination of irregular radiopacity and radiolucency in 9 cases, whereas the predominant feature was radiopacity in 6 cases and radiolucency in 4 cases. There was no radiographical abnormality in 2 cases. Root resorption of adjacent teeth was noted in 3 of 6 cases where information existed. Computed tomography was thought to be quite valuable in determining the nature and extent of the tumour. Although an elevation of serum alkaline phosphatase was observed in our case, results of laboratory tests were mostly of no diagnostic significance. Surgical removal was employed in 22 cases alone or in conjunction with irradiation and/or chemotherapy. Of 14 cases on whom information was available, local recurrence occurred in 6 cases in which radiotherapy was not given and distant metastasis in 2 of 10 cases on whom information was available. Of 20 patients on whom information was available on the postoperative course, 7 patients died 5 months to 6 years after the primary treatment.